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POINTERS 


Our Day of Prayer will be held_this year on either Thursday, 
October 14, or Sunday, October 17, as is more convenient in the 
parishes where it is observed. We hope that there will be a wide 
observance of the’ Day, for there are still many problems to be 
_ solved before the unity of the Church can be restored. Schemes 
and proposals for reunion are still under consideration in many 
places, and there is much need for earnest prayer that men may by 
patient waiting upon God seek for that unity in truth which only 
He can give, and may not block the way to it by their impatient 
zeal for ‘“‘ getting something done’. A Prayer Paper has been 
prepared for use on the Day and copies may be had from the 
_ Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Please 
send a stamped addressed envelope, and say how many copies are 
required, Donations, large or small, towards the heavy costs of 
printing, etc., willalso be gratefully acknowledged by the Secretary. 


* * * * 


- The Lambeth Report is an important document and cannot be 
dealt with in a small space. On page 248 we print a summary of 
the parts which concern reunion and some comment on them. 
In our next three issues will be printed articles on the Report’s 
attitude towards the principles of reunion in general, towards the 


Church of South India, and towards other reunion schemes, 


Other important matters in the Report will be the subject ofseter 
articles. 


The World Council of Churches, after a service in the New 
Church, Amsterdam, on August.22, was constituted on August 23 
with a membership of 150 Churches, including representatives of 
42 nations. Its meetings continued until September 4. We have 
space this month only for a short note on page 247, but hope to 
be able to return to this important matter at a later date. 

‘* No account of the Assembly,” our contributor writes, “‘ can 
properly be given without a recognition of the amazing hospitalit 
and friendship of the Dutch people. During the Assembly, 
Amsterdam and the Dutch nation were very occupied with their 
own affairs—the celebration of the Queen’s Jubilee and prepara- 
tions for Queen Juliana’s coronation. This, however, did not 
prevent them going out of their way to show courtesy and kind- 
ness to their guests. From the interest shown by the Royal 
House itself down to the waiters and the conductors, the attitude 
was the same, and, when asked the way, total strangers thought 
nothing of going half a mile out of their way to bring you to your 

‘No full picture of the Assembly can be given at short range, 
for no human mind could assimilate, without time for reflection, 
all the speeches that were made and digest the findings of all thre 
_ sections and committees.” 


* * 


Our Travelling Secretary, the Rev. H. Howard, completed the 
period of his engagement by the Council in mid-September, and 
has been appointed Vicar of Kirton-m-Holland, Lincs. We are 
very glad to say, however, that Fr. Howard has accepted the 
invitation of the Council to act as our Honorary Travelling 
Secretary, and will thus continue his valuable work for us so far 
as he is able to do so. He will not, of course, be available for 


engagements on Sunday, but will do all that he can to assist the 


work of the Council by speaking at meetings, etc., on week-days. 
Fr. Howard will only be able to accept engagements when he can 
fit them in with his duties in the parish and on condition that the 
payment of his expenses is guaranteed. We are most grateful 


for this continuance of his work for us, and ask those who wish. 


to have him as a speaker to write direct to him, the Rev. H. 
Howard, Kirton Vicarage, Boston, Lincs. 


~ * * 


The Index on page 251 closes our first volume. We have made 
it as full as the small space available would allow, and to save 
space, where a Pointer on any subject gives a reference to another 
page. only the first reference—to the Pointer—is given in the 

ndex. 
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THE WORLD COUNCIL CHURCHES 


‘In the most theological of the sections of the Assembly, that 
on the Universal Church in God’s Design, two important ad- 
vances were made. First in technique. Wherever we found 


_ disagreement we sought to discover the hidden agreements con- 


tained in that disagreement ; and whenever we agreed, we sought 
to uncover any disagreement hidden by that agreement. So 
briefly stated that may not sound a great advance, but in fact 
theological discussions in the past have often been vitiated, on 


‘the one‘hand by regarding every disagreement as an impossible 


barrier, and on the other by falsely assuming that when we agree 
we can forthwith put the subject of our agreement on one side 
and turn to some other problem. ‘The new technique, for which 
Karl Barth was chiefly responsible, led to a far more dynamic 
and realistic approach. The Assembly may not have recorded 
any very striking new agreements between theologians of different 
traditions, but we avoided false agreements, and there was in 
consequence a real growth in understanding. 

Secondly, the section clearly indicated that the main issue is 
the Catholic-Protestant tension. Pan-protestantism is not dead, 
and there were no doubt many at the Assembly who thought in 
pan-protestant terms: but the weight of influence of those with | 
a deeper insight swept ,pan-protestantism to one side. Attention 
has been directed to the real issues. Odd people did occasionally 
produce the old plea that we should “ get together and forget our 
differences '’, but there was always someone to explain to them 
that unity is to be sought in truth and that for true inendship 
there must be frankness. 

The idea that the Council might become a super Church was 
very forcibly denied and rejected. The danger that still confronts 
the Council is that its less discriminating and over-enthusiastic 
supporters may harm it by claiming for it more than it claimed 
for itself. It is most important that Catholics should play their 
full part in the local discussions that will no doubt grow out of 
its findings. 

It must not be assumed that the Assembly was perfect. The 
Council has not yet faced the theological difficulties of separated 
Christians worshipping together, and the Assembly bore the 
marks of this. 

The Council is, however, at the beginning of its. life, and it 
would have been strange had there been no weaknesses. The 
important thing is that it escaped from the danger of humani- 
tarian get-togetherism, which might have stifled it at birth, and 
that it pin-pointed the basic question of our divisions in a way 
which should make for real study and real growth in understanding 
in the future. ~ 
MICHAEL BRUCE. 
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THE LAMBETH REPORT 


THE ENc YCLICAL LETTER 


The first part of the Letter, which the Bishops ask - may be 
read in every place of worship in the Anglican Communion . 
on Sunday, October 10’’, has only one directyreference to the 
unity of the Church: “ And since Christ’s cause 1h the world can 
never be fully served by a divided Church, we also lay upon you 
the duty to take every opportunity of co-operating with Christians 
of other Churches, and to work and pray for the Reunion of 
Christendom.” 
But “ if it is desired to read the second part of the Letter in 
\\ church this may be done, and in it the Bishops “ review the 
ourse of (their) discussions ’’. Following a section on *‘ God in 


His World.”;comes one on ‘‘ God in His Church ”’ which is mainly 


devoted to questions of unity and reunion. 
_ This question has come before every Lambeth Conference and 
much time has been given to it in that of 1948, and “ our chief 
concern has been with the Church of South India’’. But the 
ag which the Letter draws of the situation seems to us to 
| definitely misleading. The impression given is that the 
union came into being amid universal congratulation, and there 
is not the least suggestion of any opposition to the union either 
in India itself or anywhere else, or of the existence of that large 
body of continuing Anglicans in the Nandyal area. The only hint 
that all is not well is the concession that the Conference “* records 
that some features of the Constitution of the Church of South 
India give rise to uncertainty or grave misgivings in the minds of 
‘many’. And the following paragraph admits that ‘‘ on one 
particular question, the status of bishops and clergy, consecrated 
and ordained at or since the inauguration of the union, in the 
Church of South India, there is a divergence of opinion. A 
majority recognizes their status fully. A substantial minority 
feels bound to suspend judgement. No one of us desires to con- 
demn outright or to declare invalid their ministry.’”’ The word 
“ desires '’ was, no doubt, carefully chosen ; but at the same time 
it seems strange that not one Bishop, apparently, felt bound in 
conscience to go beyond this merely negative attitude and to make 
positive protest against this “‘ new schism headed by bishops ’’— 


for that is what the Church of South India really is—of which » 


“contingency too horrible to contemplate ’’ Dean Armitage Robin- 
son gave warning shortly before the Lambeth Conference of 1920. 

Paragraphs then follow relating to other “ projects and 
schemes ”’ for reunion with “ the Protestant Churches ” and *‘ we 
also keep in mind our strong desire for a-closer fellowship: with 
Episcopal Churches. With some we are already i in a partial com- 
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munion, Full intercommunion has been achieved with the Old 
Catholics since the last Conference, upon terms which should 
provided a model for such agféements.’’ We should have wel- 
comed more emphasis on the “ strong desire ’’ and less on the 
‘‘ projects and schemes-’’ which hitherto seem to have done more 
to weaken the Anglican position than anything else. 

The next paragraph ventures on “ a view of what, if it be the 
will of God, may come to pass ’’, and looks forward to a time when 
“the Anglican Communion would be merged in a much larger 
Communion of National or Regional Churches, in full communion 
with one another, united in all the terms of what is known as the 
Lambeth Quadrilateral.’’ But the vision does not go so far as 
to see the Anglican Communion “‘ merged ’’ in the reunited One, 
Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church. There follow, we are thankful 
to note, warnings that “ it is essential to maintain such a unity 
of faith and order as will preserve its (sc. the Anglican Com- 
munion’s).unity of purpose and spirit '’ which finds * authorita- 
tive expression . . . in the Book of Common Prayer, together with 
the Ordinal.”’ 

The formation of the World Council of Churches is given a 
cordial welcome. 


THE RESOLUTIONS 


About the Resolutions two things must be borne in mind. 
First, ‘“‘ the Conference, as a whole, is responsible only for the 
formal Resolutions agreed to after discussion”’, not for the 
Reports of the Committees on which they are based; and 
secondly, to quote from the official Handbook of the Lambeth 
Conference, ‘‘ the fruit of the deliberations of the Lambeth Con- 
ference is advice. Its decisions do not claim to be more. .. . The ~ 
Resolutions . . . do not in themselves constitute the law or affect 
the practice of any Church. But any one of the Anglican Churches 
may enact a law or take administrative action on the lines of the 
advice of the Conference.’’ It is this possibility, combined with 
the fact that the Resolutions are ‘‘ expressions of opinion arrived 
at after prolonged consideration by a majority of the Bishops of 
the whole Anglican Communion ”’, that gives them importance 
and authority. me 

The Resolutions go into much more detail than anything to be 
found in the Encyclical Letter. Those dealing with the subject 
of unity (Nos. 50-77), after calling for ‘ co-operation in Christian 
action ’’ and expressing ‘‘ thankfulness for growing unity ’’, turn 
first to the Church of South India. oe 

In Resolution 52 the Conference gives general endorsement to 
the sections of the Report of the Committee on Unity relating to 
South India; ‘“ gives thanks to God for the measure of unity 
locally achieved by the inauguration ’’ of the new body; and 
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_ ** looks forward hopefully and with longing to the day when there 


shall be full communion ”’ with it. Resolution 53 does, however, 
hope for the revision of the Constitution of the Church of South 
India on the lines indicated in the so-called Derby Report. 
Resolution 54, providing for ‘“‘ immediate and practical action ”’ 
follows the lines of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s interim 
policy, though there is the same admission of divided opinion as 
finds expression in the second part of the Encyclical Letter (see 
above, page 248). Resolution 55 concurs in the recommendations 
of the Committee which refer to the Nandyal area. These re- 
affirm the decision of the 1930 Conference not to “* set up dioceses 
or congregations in the area of the Church of South India”’ 

- deprecate any form of coercion of conscience ; recommend that 


the appointment of a Commissary be continued “ for as long as — 


may be necessary”; that the Metropolitan of the Church of 
. India, Burma and Ceylon arrange for episcopal ministrations 
when required—though with the proviso that it be “ with the 
consent of the Moderator of the Church of South India and of 
the Bishop of Anantapur and Kurnool’’; and that candidates 
for ordination should take the oath of canonical obedience to the 
Metropolitan. All these Resolutions will be the subject of com- 
ment in a later issue of Faith and Unity. 

In Resolution 56, on Further Approaches to Reunion, the 


‘Conference recalls principles and Resolutions set forth in thé 


Conference of 1920, and ‘records certain counsels and con- 
siderations which it believes should guide the Churches of our 
Communion in future approaches to reunion’. These also will 
be the subject of later examination. 

Resolution 57 is favourable to schemes for organic union pro- 


in various areas, and the following one gives qualified 


support to schemes for a mutually recognized ministry in advance 
of plans for organic union. 

The Statement on Faith and Order prepared by a Committee of 
the American Church (see Faith and Unity, July 1948, page 225) 
is approved, Six Resolutions follow referring to conversations or 
negotiations in various parts of the Anglican Communion. 


Resolutions 66 and 67 welcome respectively the progress in 
negotiations with the Eastern Orthodox Churches, and the inter- . 


communion with the Old Catholic Churches: and Resolution 68 
aims at establishing closer relations with the Lesser Eastern 
Churches. Relations with various bodies in Europe are dealt 
with in Resolutions 69-73. 

Resolution 74 looks towards “ a larger episcopal unity ’’ through 
conference with ‘‘ bishops of the other Churches which are, or 
may be, in communion with” us. . The appointment of Councils 
on Foreign Relations is recommended where they do not already 
exist, and the two remaining Resolutions in this section, Nos. 76 
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and 77, welcome the formation of the World Council of Churches © 


(at least one line has dropped out in the printing of this Resolu- 
tion), and “the cultivation of personal friendships between 
Christians of various denominations ”’ : 

That the Resolutions are largely in the nature of a compromise 
between the Catholic and Protestant elements in the Conference 
is, no doubt, inevitable. But there is one important point for 


_ which we may be thankful. In 1930 the Conference appeared to 


be little concerned about the disregard of theological agreement 
between the uniting bodies in South India: in 1948 the impor- 
tance of theology is reasserted. This is emphasized both by the | 
call for the amendment of the Constitution of the Church of South 
India so as to clear up its laxity in doctrine, and by the insistence 
that in further approaches to reunion “ the theological issues. . . 
should be faced at the outset ’’ and “ the help of theologians in 
framing schemes" be obtained. This return to theology is a 


distinct gain and an encouragement, to those of us who have _.- 


been urging its necessity during the past years, to persevere in our 
endeavours. There is still_.work for this Council and its sup- 
to do. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON UNITY 


In the space at our disposal it is impossible to summarize the 
Report of the Committee, which occupies forty pages of the full 
Conference Report. Account will be taken of it in subsequent 
articles which are planned for fuller examination ofthe Report. 


A, G. BLoop. 
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